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MAANg 'stwza’ﬁs’fﬁma"lwU'lﬂﬂ"ﬂm‘m?uuzuﬂmwm‘siﬁﬂ ufztamses - “There are, I know, many who were prisoners of war in Siam

who have good reason, to be grateful for Pradit’s good will to us. So let
i} - . . ' < 4 R us honour a man who has rendered high service to the allied cause and to
mmwmguumm"lﬂwumwm VD UUADNUNTIUNUIVDINNIINYI- “ his own country, and who from my personal knowledge of him is a firm
advocate of Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain of local resistance to
Japanese oppression in the occupied lands of South-East Asia had very few
gaps in it, and one of the strongest links was forged by Pradit in Siam.
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8, HCRPLCARY CRESCENT,
KNIGHTSBRIDGE,

LONDOM, §. W.1

17th Doecemdber 1970

H.E, Nat Pridi Bansmyong,
E-O. 5 - 5'

17, xuc Emile Duboia,
PARIS X1Ve,

Your Excellency,

It was the unanimous decieion of the Committee that I should
write to expresa the wish that you would accopt our invitation to be an
Bonorary Mombor of this Club,

As you may know, the Cludb was formed in 1945 by and for thoss
who served in Specinl Forces and who were engaged in resistance and
underground movemoents during the 1939/45 waX.

It would give us, and all members nf the Club, grcat pleasure
to learn that Your Excellency will accept this Honorary Membership. I
know that it would give particular ploasure to thore members, both Thal
and Britieh formerly in the Siam Country Section of Foroe 136 wvho in ths
wvar yearas worked so olosely with and xecelved at all times suoh stcadfast
- support and encouragement f{rom you,

This invitation is offered as e mark of our acknowledgement snd
high appreciation of the outstanding part played by Your Excellency in
promoting and suntaining the resistance movement which in days of peril
end hazard rendered sexvice to both'our countrier.

I am, Your Excellency,

Yours simoorely, .
/(ﬂw(}/{v“—l/”

CHAIRMAN .
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“At the time of my departure from Bangkok on June 29, 1942, the
Thai Government appeared to be under the control of and subservient to
the Japanese military although still nominally independent. The pre-war
Council of Ministers remained in office with a few exceptions. As previous-
ly noted Luang Pradist Manudharm, pre-war Minister of Finance, who had
so stoutly resisted Japanese attempts at financial penetration and who has
staunch pro-Allied sentiments, had been “promoted” to the Council of
Regency to eliminate him from political activities inimicals to Japan......
Luang Vichitr had recently bacome Foreign Minister. Nai Direck, the
pre-war Foreign Minister, was safely under observation as Thai Am-
bassador in Tokyo. As indicated in a preceding paragraph the only
notable absentee was Nai Vilas Osathananda, former Director General of
the Publicity Department.

be

“Indications of the development of a “Free Thai’’movement organized
by university students were reported. Evidently the objective of such a

movement would be to create an underground revolutionary group which

“ atapropitious moment would seize the power and free the country from the

4

=

Japanese yoke and the control of its present.........leaders. Whether the
small group of liberal and pro-Allied leaders who are still in the Govern-

ment......... are connected with this movement is not known.”
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711.92/33
““The British Embassy to the Department of State
“AIDE-MEMOIRE

“His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom welcomes the

* proposal made in the State Department’s memorandum of December 18th

to continue to recognise the Thai Minister in Washington as the representa-
tives in the United States of the free people of Thailand. When the question
of setting up a Free Thai movement arises, the personalities of possible
leaders will naturally require careful consideration, and His Majesty’s
Governmentare now goinginto this question so far as the United Kingdom
isconcerned. The Thai Minister in London has shown no wish to come out
into open opposition to the regime in Bangkok, and His Majesty’s Govern-
ment consider that it will be best to arrange for his departure.”
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‘‘With regard to the Thai Minister in Washington, this Government
has decided. after careful consideration of all factors involved, not to proceed
at present with the proposal to recognize the Minister as”’ the presentative
in the United States of the free people of Thailand’’, and intends for the time
being to continue to recognize him as ‘“Minister of Thailand”’,

“With regards to the text of the statement which the British Govern-
ment proposes to issue in London, this Government considers that it
would be preferable to defer the issuance of any statements by the British
and the United States Governments until such time as word shall have been
received that the British and the American Ministers to Thailand bave
safely departed from the country. This Government agress that any

statements issued in regard to Thailand by the British Government, the-

Netherlands Government and the United States Governments should not
conflict.

“Washington, January 19, 1942
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