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When students from various
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Unitersity of Thammasat

(Focmerlpz  Moral and Palitical Scicures)
Wangkok, Thailand.

@o whom it map concerns:

This is to certify that Mr. Isra NITIDANTHAPRABHAS |
born on October 4 1932 . was conferred the Degree of
Bachelor of Laws in AD. 1956.

During his  academic life at the University we found this

student a diligent worker and n1s behaviour good.

A transcript of his academic record is appended hereto.

Given on

Captain C”%&é /ﬁ

{
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THAKSIN TRIAL

‘My wife had to pay’

Former charter court judge links wife’s
demotion to his decision to vote guilty

u Sukanya Lim,
Weerayut Chokchaimadon

THE NATION

SSARANITITHANPRAPAS, the
recently retired
Constitutional Court presi-
dent, hasimplied thathe was
“unsuccessfully lobbied”
during last year’s trial of Prime
Minister  Thaksin
Shinawatra, and sug-
gested that his wife’s
civil service career
suffered as a
result of his
i) decisionto

Issara " trial was

muchdif-

“‘!K,

ferent from other cases handled by
thecourt, asit putjudgesunderpres-
sure, and pitted them against one
another;” said Issara, who took over
as the court’s president in October
lastyear, about two monthsafter the
court acquitted Thaksin of asset-
concealment charges.

He was one of the seven judges,
including then court president
Prasert Nasakul,who found Thaksin
guilty. The prime minister made a
narrow, controversial escape when
four judges ruled that he could not
be tried for the alleged offence and
four others found that he had no
intent to hide billions of baht werth
of shares that were put in his ser-
vants’ names.

Issarasaid theimmense pressure
on the judges and maybe some mis-
trustamongthemkept themall from

The Nation, October 21, 2002

206 TIm“daase”

expressing their opinions during
their deliberations of the case.

“And for big cases liké this there
were often attempts to lobby the
judges in order to help the accused,”
he said, refusing to pinpoint which
case.

“When they [lobbyists] came to
me, I listened politely but did not
make any promises. I was taught by
my fathertodeliverjusticeand noth-
ing else”

Asked if his life was affected fol-
lowing his “guilty” vote, Issara said:
“Mywifewas moved outfrom herjob
soon afterwards, remember?”

Panit Nitithanprapas, who had

worked as permanent secretary of -

the prime minister’s office before
beingtransferred to the Commission
forthe Managementof Land Traffic’s
Office as secretary-general.

The move was a de facto demo-
tion of Panit, and reminded Issara of
his“ownwound”in1992 when polit-
ical interference forced himtoresign
from the Budget' Bureau as deputy

directorand ended his 33-year-long
career in the civil service. ¥

But Issara has retired as
Constitution Court president at 70 -
with his integrity intact.

“The courthasthe dutytoseethat
constitutional rules are protected
and enforced. Itsadifficultjobwhen
politicians are involved. But despite
the political and public pressures, I
was never swayed, even though at
some points people did not seem to
carewhetherthe prime ministerhad
breached the law or not,” he said.

“The Constitution was written to
protect the public interest, and thus
its violation can only undermine
them. Whoever: violates the
Constitution in whatever circum-
stances is unacceptable.

“Only time will tell which group
of judges [in the Thaksin case] is
rightand which groupis wrong. They
can be wrong or maybe I am ?t
But I can look back and tell myself

See Wife [4A]

n5.DAAT

Wife suffers

HFrom 1A

1did myjob based on facts and prin-
ciples.”

Despite having politicians as
friends, Issarasaid he decided to cut
all contacts with them after becom-
ing a constitutional court judge to
avoid bias.

Issara has a plan for life after
retirement. He will be a guest-lec-
turer at Chulalongkorn and
Thammasat universities starting
next month.

He s also preparing to publish a
book that gathers each Consti-
tutional Court judge’s verdicts on
major cases, so readers can see com-

_+parisons of different personal views
* of the judges before they reached
majority or unanimous verdicts.
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20 MOIUAU QS.Ddds:

hat philosophy guides your
work?
Don’t just work for your-
self, but for your team. Also, consider
your responsibility to the public.

Which public figure, past or present, do you
most admire?

General Charles de Gaulle, because
he was a military man with anoble sense
of democracy — a man willing to step
down from his post to uphold the demo-
cratic system.

When and where are you happiest?
When [ am with my family.

What building impresses you most?
The Paris Opera House

Whom do you hate most?
Selfish or immoral people.

What do you like to read?
Business and political books

What do you do if you are depressed?

I use the Buddhist philosophy that
teaches me that all things in life are
uncertain.

What is your greatest fear?
I don’t have one yet.

uestions

with Dr Isra Nitithanprapaj

Dr Isra Nitithanprapaj, deputy director
general of the Budget Bureau in the Prime
Minister’s Office, received his undergradu-
ate degree from a French university, then
went on to earn an MA and a Php in public
law

84 Manager
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What characteristic would you most like to
change in yourself?

I tend to scratch my nose or my
earlobes while talking to people

What personality trait irritates you most?
Bad manners

What is your idea of the perfect meal?

Chinese or French food, with scotch
whisky for Chinese food and wine for
French.

When are you most relaxed and content?
When I get together with friends
after work.

What embarrasses you most?

When, because of circumstances, |
mustseek advice from someone of whom
I'm not particularly fond.

What is your favorite country outside of
Thailand?

France, because of its beauty, its
charm and its cultural and intellectual
contributions to the world.

What is your most exceptional habit?
Drinking coffee after every meal. [
drink a lot of coffee.

What was the most important lesson of
your life?

Devotion doesn't necessarily lead to
reward.

What talent would you most like to have?
I would love to be able to play the
piano.

What is your greatest regret?
My mother’s death.

What would improve your life?
Participating in more sports.

What prescription would you suggest for
Bangkok’s traffic woes?

Regardless of whether or not Thai-
land develops a high-tech mass trans-
portation system, in order to drive,
people need notonly discipline, butalso
a sense of responsibility to respect the
laws of the road .

July 1992
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20 Questions with Dr. Isra Nitithanprapas

1. What philosophy guides your work?

Don't just work for yourself, but for your team.
Also, consider your responsibility to the public.

2. Which public figure, past or present, do you

most admire?

General Charles de Gaulle, because he was

a military man with a noble sense of democracy
- a man willing to step down from his post to
uphold the democratic system.

3. When and where are you happiest?

When I am with my family.

4. What characteristic would you most like to
change in yourself?

I tend to scratch my nose or my earlobes
while talking to people.

5. What personality trait irritates you most?

Bad manners.

6. What is your idea of the perfect meal?
Chinese or French food, with whiskey for
Chinese food and wine for French.

7. When are you most relaxed and content?
When I get together with friends after work.

8. What embarrasses you most?

When, because of circumstances, I must
seek advice from someone of whom
I'm not particularly fond.

9. What is your favorite country outside of Thailand?
France, because of its beauty, its charm and its
cultural and intellectual contributions to the world.

20.

. What building impresses you most?

The Paris Opera House.

. When do you hate most?

Selfish or immoral people.

. What do you like to read?

Business and political books.

. What do you do if you are depressed?

I use the Buddhist philosophy that teaches
me that all things in life are uncertain.

. What is your greatest fear?

I don’t have one vyet.

. What is your most exceptional habit?

Drinking coffee after every meal. I drink a lot
of coffee.

. What was the most important lesson of your life?

Devotion doesn’t necessarily lead to reward.

. What talent would you most like to have?

I would love to be able to play the piano.

. What is your greatest regret?

My mother’s death.

. What would improve your life?

Participating in more sports.

What prescription would you suggest for
Bangkok's traffic woes?

Regardless of whether or not Thailand develops
a high-tech mass transportation system, in order
to drive, people need not only discipline, but also
a sense of responsibility to respect the laws of
the road.
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